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Abstract
This paper, on the basis of some examples, considers the difficulty of exhibiting materials related 
to“human suffering”in museums and the problems that occur when such materials are used for 
educational purposes.　In Japan, museum exhibits that deal with social issues such as war and 
discrimination are often visited by students in classes on peace or human rights education.　However, 
for teachers to use materials related to human suffering educationally, they need to have advanced 
literacy-which includes not only media literacy but also the ability to understand deeply the political 
and historical meanings of the materials-as well as a keen sense of ethics.　In addition, as schools 
and museums establish cooperation and the educational and outreach activities of museums progress, 
educational activities that use materials related to human suffering may risk stereotyping complex 
human suffering as a simplistic and didactic story.　Finally, this paper, after discussing the issues 
related to the educational use of materials on human suffering, discusses the possibility of a new 
relationship between museums as a“forum”and schools.
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